many, but she would speak to him concerning my son. The boy being then some twelve years old, was handsome, had good parts, and, I thank God, every way hopeful; and though he was fit in his nature and disposition for a Court, yet I long disputed with myself whether or no to put him into that way of education, whicli was more wicked and debauched at that time than in former ages. But I considered it would prove a better provision for him than I was otherwise able to make, and that if he inclined to be ill, he might find, opportunities for it in all conditions, and so resolved to place him there if I could.
February 25. I drew a petition, which, without amendments by my Lord Privy Seal, my Lord Burlington, and others, to whom I showed it, I presented to the King, which he received and sent himself to the Secretary to give it him with, his own hands, ordering him to refer it to the Lords of the Treasury to report their opinions of it to him.
February 27. My Lord Mulgrave told me that he believed the business of my son's being a page of honour would succeed, for that he had accidentally heard of my pretension in that kind, and had seconded me in it to the duchess, who was serious in it, telling her several kind things of me and the antiquity of my family.
March 1.    The King went to Newmarket.
March 14. I went by Cambridge to see my brother Yarburgh Reresby, then fellow of St. John's, and arrived at Newmarket on the 17th.
March 17. That night, waiting on his royal highness, amongst other discourse he was speaking of the Duke of Buckingham's consumption of his great estate, and of some other of his qualities (for he did not love him), and
